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How does an artist capture an endless vista in a 12” x 36” painting?  Mike 
Livingston’s landscape West of Elmdale simultaneously suggests the expansiveness 
of the Kansas Flint Hills while silently reminding us of the contained, protected 
land.  The Kansas prairie has become something of an endangered animal – a 
precious entity to be revered, celebrated, and protected.  The gentle hills, the subtle 
wildflowers, the hidden streams, require a patient, receptive observer.  But as the eye 
travels across the sun-drenched landscape (both real as well as painted) the viewer 
receives a gift – the gift of quiet contemplation, of the realization of another world 
busy beneath one’s feet, of an understanding and appreciation of cultures before our 
own, and of the importance of defending this precious swath of land that, like an 
animal on the brink of extinction, cannot speak for itself.
A L I S O N  C .  S M I T H .  P h. D . ,  J U R O R 
C H A I R ,  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A R T  H I S T O R Y
 J O H N S O N  C O U N T Y  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E
Forty-nine paintings depicting visions of the Flint Hills will be on sale in the Art Tent at the Symphony. 
West of Elmdale, by artist Mike Livingston of Hutchinson, was selected as the 
winning entry for the commemorative 2011 Symphony in the Flint Hills limited 
edition print. Half of the proceeds of the art sale is tax-deductible in accordance with 
the provision of IRS 501(c)3 rules as a donation to Symphony in the Flint Hills.
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